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A Letter is a joy of Earth ­
It is denied the Gods ­

                             ­ E. Dickinson 

Future planning has been very much on the minds of members of the English Department this Fall.  As Jeanne Shami indicated in her column last Spring, the Faculty of Arts Planning Committee has been in the process of drafting a report on the future directions of the faculty.  The initial draft of the report appeared this Fall, and consultations with the faculty and departments have followed in recent weeks.  Many members of the English department were heavily involved in the process, including Lynn Wells and Tom Chase, who were members of the Planning Committee.  The Department as a whole met with Dean Fisher and several members of the committee on October 16, and produced a written response which is available online on the website of the Dean's office.  Susan Johnston & Marcel DeCoste, Jeanne Shami, and Andrew Stubbs also have posted individual responses.  The final draft is to be voted on in the next few weeks.

This fall, the department is also beginning the process of its second Academic Unit Review, its first having taken place almost ten years ago.  This review will include a self-study which will address issues like the historical development of the department and its programs, future directions in curriculum change, the teaching and research profile of the department, etc.  Part of this self-study will involve inviting students and alumni to provide feedback about the quality of our courses and degree programs.  These responses will be extremely valuable in evaluating the work we are doing.  The review process will also include a site visit and report by a committee of internal and external assessors, and a departmental response to the report.  This is another exercise that will require a great investment of time and effort on the part of members of the department and others.  We also hope to engage the services of a student work intern to help with research.

I continue to be impressed with the level of commitment by the department to service both within the university and in the wider community.  Two members of the department have taken on major administrative tasks: Bill Howard as University Librarian and Tom Chase as Associate Dean of Arts.  Others are actively serving on several committees, and still others are developing new courses or working on inter-disciplinary programs with other departments.

In the midst of all this work on the future, it is reassuring to know that our commitment to the traditional duties of teaching and research continues.  Our ENGL 100 and 110 service courses march on, as do our innovative degree programs.  I want to note the recent publication of three books by members of the department: The Heroic Adventures of Donny Coyote by Ken Mitchell, John Donne and Conformity in Crisis in the Late Jacobean Pulpit by Jeanne Shami, and Ignatius Donnelly's Caesar's Column, edited by Nick Ruddick.  It is sometimes easy to forget that these continuing activities are the truly important things going on in the university.

Cameron Louis

Department Head

VISITING SPEAKERS

This fall saw poet Marie Annharte Baker come through Regina on a book tour.  While here, she read her verse to classes at the U. of R. and F.N.U.C., discussing her craft with them as well.  The department also co-sponsored a poetry reading at the University Club at the beginning of October.  Jeannette Lynes and Sheila Stewart read respectively from A Hat to Stop a Train and Left Fields, their new books of poetry published by Wolsak and Wynn.

The winter term will be busier.  We have our annual exchange of speakers with the University of Saskatchewan (thanks to those who have volunteered to share their work with our colleagues at the U of S).  In addition, our department, along with the Canada Council, the Saskatchewan Writers' Guild, and the FNUC, will be sponsoring a visit from Daniel David Moses, the well-known First Nations writer.  He will be speaking on January 15 at 8:00 p.m. and on January 16 at 3:30 p.m.  

Plans are also afoot to bring to Regina Jonathan Hart, Professor of English and Comparative Studies from the University of Alberta.   His visit, to be co-sponsored by the English Department, Campion College and the SWG, will include a talk and a poetry reading. Stay tuned for places and times.

Stephen Moore
OMAD Presentations

True to the spirit of its namesake, the Orlene Murad Academic Discussion Series this fall has provided both entertainment and enlightenment. 

The series opened on September 19, when Andy Stubbs showed us the workings of his creative imagination in "War--Words and Images."  He presented a collection of photographs taken by his father, an R.C.A.F. photographer during World War II, and then read both a poem and a journal which he had composed based on these images.

On October 17, PhD candidate Shawna Geissler shared other views of the same time and place in her paper entitled "Representing the Holocaust: MacMillan's Village of a Million Spirits and Michael's Fugitive Pieces."

The next presentation in the series will be on November 21 when Susan Bauman will present "Her Sisters' Keeper: Charlotte Brontë's Defense of Emily and Anne."

These speakers all deserve much thanks for sharing their ideas.  Thanks also go to Nick Ruddick, Troni Grande and Kathleen Wall for providing food for the receptions following the talks, and to Joanne and Bette for their help with scheduling and advertising these events.

The OMAD co-ordinators are still working on the details of the series for the Winter semester, but do mark the following dates on your calendars:


Janurary 23


March 5


March 26.

If anyone is interested in giving a paper, please contact Jeanne Shami or Sandy Bingaman.

WASCANA REVIEW

Wascana Review 37 #2 is at press.  This is a general issue; however, the poetry contributions are especially strong:  they range from a critical essay on the American poet Jim Daniels (who also agreed to let Wascana Review publish one of his poems), to one of New Zealand’s premier poets, Stephen Oliver, and some fine work by Regina’s Paul Wilson.

STUDENT NEWS

Shawna Geissler received a FGSR Recruitment Scholarship in winter 2003 semester having been accepted into the Special Case Ph.D. Program in English.  She also presented a paper entitled "Falls from Grace:  Apocalypse in Salman Rushdie's The Moor's Last Sigh" at the Twentieth Century Literature Conference in Louisville Kentucky in February, 2003.  In May, she presented a paper on Graham Swift's Waterland entitled "Whywhywhy": Writing the Apocalypse in an Age Without Hope" at Dalhousie University.  She also spoke on the subject of women in graduate programs in Canada at the Canadian Federation of University Women's International Women's Day presentation of "The Road Not Taken -- Why Not?." 

Our congratulations go to Jeremy Cooper, University of Regina, for his entry in the Composition Category of the 2003 Nelson Writing Contest.  He captured the College Composition category with his well-written submission, "Too Much Television."  His professor, Dr. Kathleen Wall, nominated the essay for this contest.  

GRADUATE NEWS

Welcome to the six new graduate students who are joining our program at the U of R:  Janet Anderson, Todd Bryanton, Justine Gieni, Jana Kakakaway, Linda Klippenstein, and Jill Rhead.

Congratulations to the five graduate students who joined us in the fall of 2002 and who already have thesis proposals approved:  Jennifer Arends, Samantha Jackson, Marcy Koethler, Benjamin Laskar, and Chris Matters.  They are all engaged in intriguing work.

Finally, congratulations to the winners of scholarships awarded by the Honours/Graduate Committe. Todd Bryanton won the generous Dr. Lucy Murray Scholarship given to one of our undergraduates who joins us at the graduate level.  The Crossman Scholarship was awarded to Kathryn Nogue, and the two Torville Honours Scholarships were given to Matthew McFarlane and Kathryn MacLennan.

NEWS OF DEPARTMENT MEMBERS

Gail Bowen's adaptation of "Peter Pan" is opening at the Grand Theatre in London on November 18th and will run until December 24th.  In November, she is speaking at the University of Waterloo and also at a celebration of Canadian Writing in Stratford.   

Nils Clausson has returned to active duty after a 6-month sabbatical during which he directed Neil Simon's "The Odd Couple" for Regina Little Theatre and completed several articles, two of which have been accepted for publication.  He recently directed Edward Albee's "The American Dream" for RLT.  Nils entered the Electronic Age when his short essay "The Mystery of the Missing Marks:  Some Misconceptions about the Grading of English Essays" was published online.  

Marcel DeCoste recently returned from Oxford, where he attended a conference at Hertford College commemorating the centenary of Evelyn Waugh.  Marcel presented a paper entitled, "Waugh's History of Anachronism:  The Timelessness of the Secular in Helena."   He also chaired a panel on Waugh's literary responses to the Second World War.

Gerry Hill published his third poetry collection, Getting To Know You  with Spotted Cow Press.

Jean Hillabold (under her pen name, Jean Roberta) had the following stories accepted for publication in December 2003/ January 2004:  "Eclipse" and "Melting Chocolate, Crumbling Stone" in The Harrington Lesbian Fiction Quarterly (ed. Judith P. Stelboum, Haworth Press, Connecticut);  "Kol Nidre" in Blasphemy:  Erotic Religious Horror (ed. Kailleaugh Andersson and Paul Fry, Massacre Publications, Scotland); "Bushy Tale" in Best Lesbian Erotica 2004 (ed. Tristan Taormino, Cleis Press, San Francisco); "Taste" and "Smoke" in Closet Desire 4:  Flights of Fantasy (eds. Stephen and Susan van Scoyoc, Authors Choice, Nebraska); and "Dance Fever" in Back to Basics:  Butch-Femme Erotica (ed. Therese Szymanski, Bella Books, Flordia).

Heather Hodgson’s The Great Gift of Tears (Coteau Books)  with plays by Floyd Favel, Deanne Kasokeo and Bruce Sinclair was nominated in two categories at the Saskatchewan Book Awards.

Cameron Louis's article, "Proverbs and the Politics of Language" (originally published in 2000 in Proverbium) has been reprinted in Proverb Studies (1990-2000), ed. Wolfgang Miedler (Baltmannsweiler:  Schneider, 2003, 271-92). 

Cindy MacKenzie  presented a paper at the Congress of the Humanities and Social Sciences at Dalhousie University in Halifax in May 2003 entitled "'It ceased to hurt me':  The Consolatory Power of the Poetry of Emily Dickinson."  She attended a meeting of the Emily Dickinson International Society in Philadelphia in July as an elected board member and will coordinate the 2006 meeting of the society in Vancouver.  She has papers accepted for the American Literature Association in San Francisco in May and for the Emily Dickinson International Conference in Hawaii in August.   

Ken Mitchell is on sabbatical and undertaking new projects. His novel,  The Heroic Adventures of Donny Coyote, was published by Coteau Books in October with launch readings presented in Toronto, Saskatoon and Regina.  The book was nominated in the Regina Book Award category at the Saskatchewan Book Awards.  He is also working on the cowboy poetry circuit, with performances in Fort Qu'Appelle and at the Cattle Call Artists' Rally on September 30 at the Center of the Arts.  In support of the Beef Action Fund, and the Cattle Producers' Association, he presented a new poem, "Here's the Beef."  In addition, he will be travelling to Venice in the new year to participate in the Venetian premiere of his stage play, "The Great Cultural Revolution."

Christian Riegel recently published Writing Grief:  Margaret Laurence and the Work of Mourning  (Winnipeg: U. of Manitoba Press, 2003). He also published several poems: "Scent I" (Grain 30.4. Spring 2003); "the turning of summer" and "Luminant Coulee:  Lethbridge" (White Wall Review 27, 2003).

Since January 2003, most of Nicholas Ruddick's time has been taken up directing the Humanities Research Institute at the University of Regina.  In 2003, the HRI hosted a wide range of activities, including public lectures by Michael Ignatieff, Ann Saddlemeyer, and Ross King, as well as talks on research practices by Kathleen Wall and Jeanne Shami.  For more information about HRI, see its website at www.uregina.ca/hri/index.html.  Nick's latest book, a new edition of the science fiction classic Caesar's Column:  A Story of the Twentieth Century (1890) by Ignatius Donnelly, describing the destruction of New York City by international terrorists, was published by Wesleyan University Press in the "Early Classics of Science Fiction" series in November.  He also presented a paper, "The Sexual Utopia after Darwin and Bellamy:  C.J. Cutcliffe Hyne's The New Eden (1892)” at the 4th International Utopian Studies Conference, Universidad Europea de Madrid, Madrid, Spain, 25-29 June 2003. 

Jeanne Shami was named President's Scholar for 2003-2005. She gave a talk about research practices in working toward the publication of her book John Donne and Conformity in Crisis in the Late Jacobean Pulpit  (Cambridge, D.S. Brewer, 2003) at the HRI Profiling Research Series in November.  She also published book chapters, "Labels, Controversy, and the Language of Inclusion in Donne's Sermons" in John Donne and the Protestant Reformation: New Perspectives (Ed. David Colclough, Cambridge, D.S. Brewer, 2003) and "'Speaking Openly and Speaking First':  John Donne, the Synod of Dort and the Early Stuart Church" in John Donne and the Protestant Reformation: New Perspectives (Ed. Mary Arshagouni Papazian, Wayne State UP, 2003, 35-65).

Michael Trussler presented the paper "Melancholy Encyclopedias: The Short Fiction of Rick Moody and George Saunders" at the University of Oslo in August.  His article "Spectral Witnesses:  The Doubled Voice in Martin Amis's Times Arrow, Toni Morrison's Beloved and Wim Wenders' Wings of Desire" has appeared in  Journal of the Fantastic in the Arts (14.1, Spring 2003, 28-50).  A poem, "Paintings Disrupt" appeared in The Queen Street Quarterly (6.4 Summer 2003).  Two other poems, "The Blue Ball," and "Her Front Yard" won third place in the annual Great Blue Heron poetry contest for 2003.

Lynn Wells attended the Literary London Conference at Goldsmith's College in London, July 25-27, 2003, where she presented the paper "The Picara and the Flaneur:  Modes of Transformation in Angela Carter's Nights at the Circus."

Ken Wilson presented a paper at the joint session of ACQL and the Canadian Comparative Literature Association at the Congress of the Humanities and Social Sciences at Dalhousie University in Halifax, May 2003, entitled "'Died, because he could not live any longer':  Despair in The Letters of Mephibosheth Stepsure."  Ken also was awarded an Inspiring Teaching Award in October 2003.

ESA REPORT

The English Students' Association is back in action!  We are happy to announce that the ESA is active once again, and planning several events for the upcoming months.  Our 2003/2004 Executive is:

Adam Belton - Treasurer

Alan Friesen - Communications and Publicity
Kathryn MacLennan and Karl Persson - Vice Presidents
Shannon Ozirny - President
Thanks to the turnout at the Welcome Party on October 25th, we were able to recruit 20 new members and gain "official" club status with the University.  All information regarding upcoming meetings and events will be posted on the bulletin wall outside the English Department Office, so check it out!

FIFTH INTERNATIONAL MARLOWE CONFERENCE

This past summer, five students and two professors from the University of Regina’s English Department travelled to Cambridge, England to attend the Fifth International Marlowe Conference that was held at Saint Catharine’s College from June 30th to July 3rd.  Honours student Jared McGeough and graduate students Samantha Jackson, Marcy Koethler, Cassandra Kulay, and Tara Seel, along with former graduate student Helen Sinar, were invited to deliver conference papers on Christopher Marlowe’s plays.  The students’ papers grew out of their work in Troni Grande’s Marlowe/Shakespeare course, English 410/802, in Fall 2002.  Faculty members Troni Grande and Garry Sherbert presented papers and also presided over one session each.  Our large contingent of Marlovian critics ensured that the University of Regina had the most representatives at this international conference.  (Much sport was made of some moderators’ reluctance to pronounce “Regina” properly!)

Sixty-five Marlovian scholars from Canada, the United States, Australia, and England gathered to discuss and generate new ideas and perspectives regarding Marlowe’s plays as well as Marlowe’s own short, mysterious life.  Some well-known and respected plenary session speakers and presenters in attendance included Sara Munson Deats, David Bevington, Constance Kuriyama, Andrew Gurr, Rick Bowers, Ian McAdam and our own Troni Grande.

The social events that were planned during the evenings gave all the presenters a chance to meet new acquaintances and to catch up with old friends, as well as to take in some memorable performances.  On the evening of July 2nd, all conference presenters were invited to an exclusive production of Marlowe’s play The Massacre at Paris, at the Octagon theatre.  The members of the “Cambridge convoy” from the University of Regina also enjoyed punting on the River Cam and wandering through the historic colleges and churches as well as the open-air market and many bookstores in Cambridge.  On the last night of the conference, all were invited to attend a sherry reception on the Old Court Lawn at Corpus Christi, which was the college where Marlowe earned his degree.  The original portrait of a man thought to be Christopher Marlowe was prominently displayed in a parlour at Corpus Christi, and a plaque marked the dormitory where Marlowe lived and studied while he was a student there.  Following a banquet held in Corpus Christi’s dining hall, madrigal singers provided entertainment.  On July 4th, the group of presenters from Regina travelled to London and, in the evening, the students were treated to a performance of Dido, Queen of Carthage at Shakespeare’s Globe Theatre.

Many thanks to the University of Regina’s English Department, Faculty of Graduate Studies and Research, and the Humanities Research Institute for providing funding that made it possible for these students to attend their first conference and, for many, to visit England for the first time.  The ideas generated by the many presentations and discussions, as well as the confidence gained after presenting these papers, will benefit these students for many years to come.

Submitted by Marcy Koethler
ALUMNOTES

Brenda Beckman-Long presented a paper entitled "Confession, the Reader, and 'Truth' in Margaret Laurence's A Jest of God at the 2003 Congress of the Social Sciences and Humanities in Halifax in May 2003.  She also published an article, "Genre and Gender:  Autobiography and Self-representation in The Diviners in English Studies in Canada.  

Cindy M. Bird (M.A. 1995) is currently a doctoral candidate at the Ontario Institute for Studies in Education at the University of Toronto (OISE/UT), Department of Curriculum, Teaching and Learning.  In May, she won an Ontario Graduate Scholarship ($15,000) for her research which employs a hermeneutic phenomenological methodology to explore the literary experience of adolescents watching narrative television.  Cindy also earned a University Commendation Award for her contribution to the OISE/UT academic community as President of the Student Association.  Her graduation is set for June 2004.

Paul Compton threw his hat into the political arena running for the Liberals in Regina Elphinstone in the provincial election.

Michael Fisher (B.A. 1998 SIFC) has accepted a position as Research and Policy Officer for the Metis Center of the National Aboriginal Health Organization.

Ross King will return to the U of R to give an illustrated lecture, sponsored by the Humanities Research Institute, about the paintings of Michaelangelo and other Renaissance masters in the Sistine Chapel.  Ross received his B.A. (1984) and M.A. (1986) in English at the University of Regina and later completed his Ph.D. at York University in Toronto.  Now a full-time writer near Oxford, England, he is the author of two highly acclaimed novels, Domino (1995) and Ex Libris (1998), as well as two works of non-fiction about Renaissance art and architecture.  The first, Brunelleschi's Dome: How a Renaissance Genius Reinvented Architecture (2000) made the New York Times bestseller list.  Of his latest book, Michaelangelo and the Pope's Ceiling (2002) which has just been shortlisted for the 2003 Governor-General's Award for non-fiction, the Globe and Mail said, "this account of the four years Michelangelo spent painting the ceiling of the Sistine Chapel is a gripping read full of fascinating detail."

Mark Morton has published his third book, The Lover's Tongue:  A Merry Romp Through the Language of Love and Sex with Insomniac Press and continues to teach at the University of Winnipeg.  

Nicole Petroski launched her first book of poetry, Out of Somewhere, at McNally Robinson in Winnipeg in October 2003.  The book is published by Tegancat Music, an independent record label, and now poetry publisher, in Winnipeg.  In addition to writing poetry, she has been co-writing songs with Jim Stoeber, owner and producer of Tegancat Music.  She teaches an on-line composition course for the University of Manitoba and continues to work on her dissertation as a graduate student at the U. of S. 

News to be included in the next issue of Inklings is due March 1, 2004.

PLEASE FORWARD YOUR NEWS TO:

Susan Johnston, Editor
INKLINGS

Department of English
University of Regina
Regina, SK   S4S 0A2
or e-mail

Susan.Johnston@uregina.ca










